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THE  ONION  MAGaOT 
(Hylemyia  antiqua  L.) 

The  well  known  "cnicn  maggot"  which  has  caused  such  tremendous  damage 
throughout  the  country,  particularly  in  certain  onion-growing  sections 
for  a  considerable  number  of  years,  was  introduced  frcm  Europe. 

Onion  gr07/ers  are  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  "maggot"  stage  of  this. 
pest,  as  it  is  found  working  in  the  bulbs  of  the  young  or  developing 
onions.  Probably  few  of  our  growers  are  aware  of  the  fact  t,hat  the  adult 
stage  of  the  "onion  maggot"  is  a  fly  about  the  size  of  the  ordinary  house 
fly,  but  with  a  slightly  longer  and  more  pointed  body,  and  it  is  somewhat 
buff  in  color. 

Investigations  have  proven  that  there  are  three  broods  of  the  onion 
fly  each  summer.     The  adult   flies  of   the  first  brood  generally  lay  their 
eggs  about  the  middle  of  April,  or  soon  thereafter.     These  eggs  hatch  to 
"maggots"  and  after  a  few  days  pupate  for  a  short  period,  from  whence 
issue  the  adult  flies  late  in  May.    These  adult  flies  again  lay  their 
eggs,  and  the  entire  life  history  is  repeated  as  above,  a  third  brood 
finally  appearing  late  in  the  summer. 

Control:-    The  onion  maggot  cannot  be  controlled  after  it  enters  the 
onion.     The  best  results  are  obtained  by  poisoning  the  adulx  flies  before 
they  deposit  their  eggs.     The  poison  used  for  this  purpose  is  prepajfed  as 
follows:     Dissolve  one-fourth  ounce  of  sodium  arsenite  in  a  gallon  of 
boiling  water,  then  add  one  pint  of  New  Orleans  molasses  and  one-fourr,h 
pound  of  chopped  onion.     Allow  to  stand  for  several  hours   until  the 
solution  acquires  a  strong  onion  odor. 

There  are  tvo  methods  of  applying  the  poison-sprinkling  over  the 
plants  and  placing  it  in  shallow  pans  among  the  onions.     The  latter 
method  has  proved  the  most  effective.     For  the  small  garden  plot  one 
pan  will  be  sufficient,  for  large  acreages  40  or  more  pans   to  zhe 
acre  should  be  used.  The  poison  should  be  put  in  place  about  the 
15th  of  April  and  the  pans  kept  refilled  until  August. 

Cabbage  f.'Iaggot-     A  similar  poison  bait  made  attractive  by  soaking 
chopped  radishes,  cabbage  or  turnips  in  it  will  prove  effective  agains  ti- 
the cabbage  and  radish  maggot.  .     •  ■.  . 


